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Are Baptized Christians Really
Priests, Prophets and Kings?
Gayle Fiwek, Director of PHJC Associate/Sister Partnership

Recalling the document, On the Church (Lumen 
Gentium) which was a result of Vatican II, the 
church is described as “the People of God.”  The 
church is seen as a Spirit-filled global alliance 
of men and women who are united by the 
Holy Spirit.  Vatican II clearly stated that all 
church members—laypeople, priests, bishops 
and religious—were equal in dignity, worth 
and rights.  The documents explained the 
various roles in the church and stated a need 
for a hierarchy in order to preserve unity and 
effectiveness of the church in the world.  And, 
at the same time, the documents stated that 
laypeople are equally as valuable and necessary 
for the church to fulfill its calling.  It stated that 
“no one vocation is better or worse than another, 
and no one state of life is less or more important 
than another.” (The Word Among Us, Oct. 2002, p. 11)

The Holy Spirit calls each “baptized Christian 
to act as a priest, a prophet and a king in this 
world.” (p. 11)  These terms can be staggering to 

us.  But, upon a closer look, perhaps we can find 
they are practical and possible for us.

Vatican II tells us that all baptized Christians 
have a share in Jesus’ priesthood.  “Ordained 
priests are consecrated in order to preach the 
gospel and shepherd the faithful as well as to 
celebrate divine worship.” (p. 11–12)  Because the 
laity are dedicated to Christ and anointed by the 
Holy Spirit, they are called “by all their works, 
prayers and apostolic endeavors, their ordinary 
married and family life, their daily occupations, 
their physical and mental relaxation, if carried 
out in the Spirit, and even the hardships of life, 
if patiently borne—all these become ‘spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.’” (On the Church, p. 34.)

Ordained priests, religious brothers and sisters 
and laypeople all can offer God true worship.  
In our everyday lives, whatever it is we 
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From the Director’s Desk
When this spring mailing 
reaches you, we will be 
about half way through 
Lent.  Know that you all 
have been in my prayers, 
and will continue to be. 
I pray that this season of 
Lent is a graced time of 
spiritual growth.  

In the coming spring and summer months we 
will be celebrating First Commitments for several 
candidates who have been diligently learning, 
sharing and praying in their process for formation.  
Please remember these men and women as they 
continue their journey and discernment for making 
the Associate commitment.  Pray especially for 
them during the weekend of April 21–22 when 
they will be at the Motherhouse for Companions 
on the Journey Retreat.  The candidates are from 
East Three: Mary Ann Bombagetti, Peg Kennedy, 
Bobbie Anderson and Doris Albrecht;  West: Tom 
Taylor; East One: Linda Greaf.  Evelyn Pakosta 
from the South Region is scheduled to make her 
First Commitment on the weekend of May 6–7.  
Please remember her on that weekend.

There are eight members of the Family of 
Catherine who will be attending the NACAR 
Conference in Cincinnati in June:  Sisters Cathy 
Schwemer, Kathy Haas, Marguerite Niesen, Linda 
Volk, Associates Evelyn Siegel, Dolores Schafer, 
Gay Fiwek, and Fiat Spiritus Community member 
Brother Bob Overland.

May God touch each of you in a special way so 
that you will be filled with joy and peace as you 
celebrate Easter.  Know that he loves you and cares 
for you so much that he gave his life for you and 
arose so that you would know of his eternal love 
and salvation.  Happy Easter to you and your 
loved ones.

Blessings,

do—spending time with friends, taking care of daily 
tasks or helping out our loved ones, we can bring the 
holiness of God to the world.  At Mass, our offerings 
of our ordinary lives to God are ways of offering 
every part of ourselves to the Lord.  The ordained 
priest offers bread and wine on the altar, and as they 
are transformed into the body and blood of Christ, so 
our every action and thought can be offered.

When we hear the word “prophet” we think of 
biblical figures such as Isaiah, John the Baptist 
and Jesus.  We know from scripture that God used 
prophets to point the way to Jesus.  And then Jesus 
himself came as the greatest prophet of them all.  
Through his life on earth, Jesus taught and showed 
people the power of God’s love for us.  Now, in our 
own time and place, Jesus calls all of us to be prophets 
in his name.  The way we live—our help to the 
poor, compassion for others, our attitudes of joy and 
peace—proclaim the good news.  Whenever biblical 
prophets spoke in the name of Yahweh, God was 
speaking through them.  This empowered their voices 
to move people.  We too can do the same for others 
in our world.  God speaks through us whenever we 
proclaim him, and we can proclaim God with every 
act of goodness and kindness in our lives.

We are members of a royal family by the fact that, as 
believers, we belong to the kingdom of God.  When 

South Region News
Core Team Leader Selma Wuebbels

Several Associates from the South Region and Sister 
Georgine Schleper attended the funeral of Harold 
Stark in Quincy.  He will be sorely missed for he was 
truly an Associate of the PHJCs.

Congratulations to Leo and Alice Kerkemeyer on fifty 
years of wedded bliss.

Congratulations to our honored Associate Anna 
Kampwerth.  On February 12 she was 104 years-old.  
It’s a joy to visit Anna and hear her words of wisdom.

Selma Wuebbels is ever so thankful to God for little 
Daniel born December 12, 2005.  He became the 
twelfth grandchild.

The South Region will gather on March 25 for the 
Spring Mission Group meetings.

(Cover Story, continued from page �)
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Letters
  from You

Dear Associates and Fiat Spiritus Community,

I wish to express my gratitude for your prayers, 
cards and good wishes that helped me to recover 
after my surgery.  The power of prayer was felt 
during the surgery.  The Lord is helping me regain 
my strength so that I can again be of help to others.  
God bless you and you’re in my prayers.

With love and thanks,
Sister Lucille, PHJC

Dear Associates,

Your many prayers, your cards, e-mails and various 
ways to let me know of your care and loving 
support were the best Christmas present I received 
when I went to the hospital on Christmas Day with 
my “torn liver.”  I am making good progress in 
getting back my energy. 

We are indeed Christ to one another and I am 
privileged to be among you.  May our loving God 
bless each in a most special way in 2006!

  With love and prayers of gratitude,
  Sister Virginia Kampwerth, PHJC

Jesus overcame sin, evil and death, he brought us 
peace and security.  And he invites us to reign with 
him.  As members of this royal family we grow in 
holiness and spread God’s kingdom in the world.

As we sample the goodness and love of God, we find 
that we hunger for more of it.  So we continue to seek 
more of that goodness.  Then we want to share it with 
others.  In that way, the blessings of God’s kingdom 
are spread throughout the world.  The document On 
the Church tells us that “[we] help one another achieve 
greater holiness of life, so that the world may be filled 
with the spirit of Christ and may more effectively 
attain its destiny in justice, in love and in peace.  
Thus through the members of the church, will Christ 
increasingly illuminate the whole of human society 
with his saving light.” (p. 36)

In summary, as priests, we are called to consecrate 
the world to Christ.  As prophets, we are called to 
proclaim the gospel to the world, and as kings, we are 
called to bring the world into greater conformity to 
the gospel.  We can answer that call in our businesses, 
in our government, in our neighborhoods and in our 
homes. (The Word Among Us, p. 14)

A Thought for the Day

Happy moments…praise God.

Difficult moments…seek God.

Quiet moments…worship God.

Painful moments…trust God.

Every moment…thank God.
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Getting Acquainted:
Meet Associate Jeanne Glaub Boomershine
Dolores Schafer, East 3 Core Team Leader

Jeanne Glaub Boomershine 
attributes much of her current 
job capabilities to the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ.  
“Witnessing their compassion, 
their ability to listen, their 
non-judgmental attitude 
towards others and their joy of 
life inspired me as I facilitate 
retreats for the program 

Beginning Experiences at Lindenwood.”  Jeanne went 
on to explain that Beginning Experience was designed 
to help those who had lost a spouse through death or 
divorce.  Jeanne had not only gone through a divorce 
herself but had also experienced the death of her 
father, mother and an older sister. 

Although this branch of Beginning Experience 
originated in South Bend, retreats for the program 
were held at Lindenwood and were supported by the 
Sisters.  “That support,” Jeanne explained, “not only 
included monetary help but spiritual and emotional 
help through the writing of letters to participants 
in the retreat, assuring them of their prayers.  That 
meant so much to all in attendance.”

Because Jeanne lived on Union Road earlier in her 
married life, she came into contact with the Sisters 
from time to time, particularly on Christmas Eve 
when attending Mass at the chapel.  “Even then, 
in the midst of being a non-participating Catholic 
for as long as 25 years, I was still made to feel very 
comfortable there at the church and through the 
Sisters.” 

Jeanne decided to take the opportunity to explain and 
outline the thrust of Beginning Experience to several 
business owners in the Plymouth community.  This 
included the owners of Johnson-Danielson Funeral 
Home.  As she did so, she realized how much she had 
learned from the Sisters through their care for people 
and their compassion.  As a result of her presentation, 
the funeral home hired her as their prearrangement 
consultant.  Shortly after being associated with the 
funeral home, Jeanne had the opportunity to learn 
more about “Aftercare” (care given to the family 
after the death).  Upon discussing this concept with 
the staff of Johnson-Danielson, she decided that 
“Developing an Aftercare Program” would be the 
title for her research paper for one of her classes 

New Director for NACAR
Gayle Fiwek, Director PHJC Associate/Sister Partnership

The North American Conference of Associates and 
Religious, a networking organization that provides 
support and resources to the many religious 
congregations with associates, recently announced its 
new director.  The current director, Ellen O’Connell, 
SC, has been at the helm since the inception 
of NACAR in 1996.  She and Jean Sonnenberg 
co-founded and co-directed NACAR for the first 
several years, and then Jean retired.  Ellen has been 
executive director for the past few years.

Our own Sister Cathy Schwemer was offered the 
position after a national search and interviewing 
process.  She will begin orientation in April and will 
be able to work with Ellen for a few months.  Ellen 
will remain the director until after the NACAR 

Conference 
which will be 
held June 2–4 in 
Cincinnati.

Congratulations, 
Sister Cathy!  
The Family of 
Catherine—
PHJC Sisters, 
Associates and 
Fiat Spiritus 
Community 
members—are very proud of you and support you 
with prayers and good wishes in your new ministry.

Sister Cathy Schwemer is the new director 
of NACAR

(Continues at top of next page)
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being taken at that time at Bethel College to attain her 
Bachelor’s degree.  “This interest of Aftercare, led me 
to more psychology courses, as well as seminars to 
train me fully for this current ministry that God led 
me to as Aftercare advisor.”

Prior to her current profession, Jeanne worked for 
17 years with Pi Rod, Inc. of Plymouth.  “I started 
in accounting and then after 11 years was asked to 
head a new department of Human Resources and 
stayed with that position for six years before leaving 

Jeanne is a proud mother of two sons, Craig and Matt, 
who are out of college and working away from home.  
Craig lives and works in Denver, Colorado as a custom 
computer software consultant and Matt makes his 
home in Indianapolis as an accountant with Simon, Inc. 

In 2004 Jeanne was married to the love of her life, 
Don Boomershine, who is a retired controller.  
“Now, I have inherited four more children and their 
spouses, along with six grandchildren that also give 
me great joy!”  Jeanne and Don make their home in 
Plymouth—home to Jeanne all of her life.  As the 
daughter of Walter and Margaret Glaub, Jeanne was 
the middle child of seven siblings.

“In contrast to the life I had been brought up in, the 
simplicity and joy of the life of the Sisters impressed 
me and have taught me a great deal about living,” 
stated Jeanne.  “I like to think that I now reflect the 
charism modeled by the Sisters.  Whereas humility 
was a hard lesson for me to learn, I feel I can now 
listen to other people.  That is part of their great 
charism!”

Editor’s note: Jeanne has been an Associate since �00�.

March 1–April 15
Season of Lent
March 16–17, 18, 25
Mission Group Meetings (see schedule on the right)
April 9–15
Holy Week
April 16
Easter Sunday
April 21–22
Companions on the Journey
April 22
Earth Day
May 4, Thursday
National Day of Prayer
June 2–4 Cincinnati, OH
NACAR Conference
June 16–20 Donaldson, IN
PHJC Community Week

Upcoming DatesUpcoming
 Dates

2006

PHJC Mission Group Meetings
March 16–17, Thurs.–Fri. CKH, Donaldson
CKH Mission Group 2–4:30 p.m. (both days)
(includes Associates from CKH)
March 16, Thursday Donaldson, IN
Donaldson Mission Group 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
(includes Associates from Maria Center)
March 18, Saturday 
East Mission Group 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
(includes Associates from East �, East � and East 3)
March 25, Saturday 
Northwest Mission Group 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
(includes Associates from North and West Regions)
March 25, Saturday 
South Mission Group 8:30 a.m.–4 p.m.
(includes Associates from South and Quincy Regions)

“I like to think that I now reflect the 
charism modeled by the Sisters.”

to return to college.”  Jeanne wanted to complete her 
education with a bachelor’s degree after previously 
spending two years at Mount St. Clare College in 
Clinton, Iowa, after high school.  It was also at this 
stage of her life that Jeanne joined RCIA classes at 
St. Michael’s Church in Plymouth.  “So much had 
changed since Vatican II that I was amazed!  It was 
great to be up-dated.”
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Please Remember in Prayer…
all Associates, Sisters, friends and families of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, all those spoken and unspoken prayer requests of 
friends, family, Sisters and Associates.

Quincy
Julie Knapp...................................................... death of mother
North
Sister Josephine Iffert ............. death of niece’s granddaughter
Sister Michele Dermody ................................illness of cousin
South
Leo Kerkemeyer ...................................recovery from surgery
Mary Krakowiecki ................................. recovery from illness
Evelyn Pakosta ....................................................illness of son
LaGarda Holtgrave .. for successful birth of great-grandchild;
 and for her own special intention
West
Sister Magdelen Hellmann ..............death of niece’s husband

East 1
Sister Joetta Huelsmann ................................ death of mother

East 2
Betty Chamberlin ..........................................illness of brother
Sister Sharon Marie Fox .................................... death of aunt
East 3
Sister Kathleen Kelley ......................................illness of sister
Fiat Spiritus Community
Joan Traver-Appel .............................recovering from surgery
Jim & Claudia Swarthout ..........................transitioning from
 current ministry
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Rest in Peace
Quincy Associate Harold Stark 
died in his home on December 
27.  He had been ill for a short 
time.  He was 76 years-old.  
Harold was born and lived 
in Quincy throughout his 
lifetime.  He worked as a car 
salesman and later opened his 
own auto sales company which 
he ran for many years.  Harold 
was active in many parish 

organizations and church related groups including St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, St. Vincent’s Home Auxiliary, 
Knights of Columbus, Quincy Spirit Religious 
Education for Special Education, along with his active 
participation with the Associates and Sisters.  From 
1995–1996 he served on the Associate/Sister Advisory 
Board.  Harold became an Associate in 1991.  He was 
recognized for his 10th Anniversary in 2001.  Harold is 
survived by four sons, eleven grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren.  May Harold rest in peace.

Vione Kelly, on December 
9, died at Catherine Kasper 
Home following many months 
of illness;  she was 90 years-
old.  Vi became an Associate 
in 1984 and was recognized in 
2004 for her 20th Anniversary 
as an Associate.  During her 
years as an Associate, she 
served on the Associate/
Sister Advisory Board from 

1989–1990.  Vione and her husband lived in Griffith, 
Indiana for many years and they had six children.  
Vione taught high school Latin and English classes for 
39 years.  After Vi’s husband passed away, she moved 
to Maria Center and lived in one of the apartments 
until she moved to Catherine Kasper Home.  Vi is 
survived by three children, thirteen grandchildren, 
many great-grandchildren and two sisters, Sister 
Margaret Hanon and Sister Mary Boby.  May Vione 
rest in peace.

Directory Updates
Please note the following changes in your �005 Sister/Associate/Fiat Spiritus directories:
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April 10–16
Holy Week Directed Retreat Celebrating the Seder 
Supper on Thursday night.  Directors:  Father Hosey 
and Sister Joetta Huelsmann.  Fee:  $350

April 21–23
Franciscan Spirituality—The Threefold Way of St. 
Francis.  Presenter:  Father Murray Bodo, OFM.  
Fee:  $��5/�50

April 28–May 1
Marriage Encounter—Learn ways to make a good 
marriage better.  Fee:  $�50

Retreat Opportunities
Sister Joetta Huelsmann has sent the Partnership Office information about springtime retreat opportunities 
at John the XXIII Center in Hartford City, Indiana.  Many of the Lenten Retreats will have already taken place 
by the time you receive this Associating News, but there are still some wonderful opportunities in late March 
through April.

March 31–April 2
Honoring Our Images, Painting Our Symbols:  A 
Creative Practice for Spiritual Growth.  Presenters are 
Sue Morris and Rosemary Schmalz, SP.  One need not 
be an artist to attend.  Fee:  $�35

April 5
Day of Prayer:  A Study of the Beatitudes—Happy 
those who Mourn.

April 7–9
Dreams—God’s Initiative in the Human Soul—a 
dream workshop with Dr. Hal Edwards.  This is for 
people who have a hunger to listen to God through 
their dreams.  Fee:  $�50

If none of these dates fit your schedule, individual days or overnights can also be arranged for a quiet day of 
prayer with or without individual direction.

For more information please contact Sister Joetta at:
Telephone:  765-348-4008
E-mail:  john23rd@sbcglobal.net
Website:  www.netusa1.net/~john23rd

2006 NACAR Conference

June 2–4, 2006
Cintas Center, Xavier University

Cincinnati, OH

Keynote Speaker:  Ronald Rolheiser, OMI

http://www.netusa1.net/~john23rd/

